Matchmaker: Mushrooms of the Pacific Northwest

Below are written descriptions and images of fruiting bodies, mushrooms, of the fungal species in this
ectomycorrhizal association. The information is from the web version of the Matchmaker: Mushrooms of the Pacific
Northwest (MMPNW) created by the Canadian Forest Service and based on the Windows MMPNW version 1.3 by
lan and Eli Gibson.

Click for further information about MMPNW
Many illustrations need confirmation. Do not use this information to determine edibility.

| have read and agreed to the disclaimer and copyright information.

LATIN NAME(S) Lactarius mucidus Burl. var. mucidus Mem. Torrey Bot. Club 14: 56. 1908

NOTES features include viscid-glutinous dark brown cap with pinkish buff margin, white milk that dries greenish on
gills and stains them blue greenish gray, close white gills, viscid stem paler than cap, peppery taste, white spore
deposit, and broadly elliptic spores with amyloid warts and ridges; this name has been used for the common
pseudomucidus in the Pacific Northwest, but mucidus sensu the type has only slightly viscid stem and cap more in the
dark brown to yellow-brown series at maturity rather than in the black to violet-drab color range; description here
derived from Hesler except where noted; this variety found at least ID, also MI, NC, NH, TN

CAP 3-9cm, convex-expanded, depressed, sometimes with low sharp umbo; dark dingy chocolate-brown (warm
sepia) to pinkish buff toward pale pinkish buff margin; viscid-glutinous, viscidity persistent, bald, not zoned, margin
even or striate when old

FLESH thick, firm, thin on margin; white, MILK white, drying on gills to glaucous-green to olive

GILLS adnate or subdecurrent, close, numerous subgills, medium broad, some forking; white, staining blue greenish
gray by latex; edges fringed

STEM 4-8cm x 0.7-1.0cm, widening downward or nearly equal, solid, finally hollow; paler than cap; viscid
VEIL none

ODOR mild

TASTE peppery

EDIBILITY not edible (Phillips)

HABITAT on soil in conifer woods

SPORE DEPOSIT white

MICROSCOPIC 7.5-9(10) x 6-7(8) microns, elliptic, ornamentation in the form of a broken to partial reticulum with
angular meshes, ridges of varying width and many isolated elements also present, prominences 0.2-0.5 microns high;
basidia 4-spored, (some 2-spored?), 45-52 x 7.5-9 microns; pleurocystidia: macrocystidia numerous, 52-75 x 8-10
microns, originating from gill trama, fusoid with an acute apex, or mucronate, content granular, pseudocystidia
scattered and filamentous, cheilocystidia 37-60 x 7-9 microns, similar to but smaller than macrocystidia

NAME ORIGIN means 'slimy' (Latin)

SIMILAR like var. fuscogriseus which has cap dark fuscous gray to ash gray when young becoming bister to snuff-
brown, latex drying yellowish on gills; like pseudomucidus which has charcoal-fuscous cap becoming drab-gray,
extremely slimy stem, milk which does not become blue-greenish gray on drying, and higher spore ornamentation; like
kauffmanii but latex dries glaucous greenish and the cap margin becomes somewhat paler than disc

SOURCES Hesler(4), Phillips*

FAMILY Russulaceae of Order Russulales
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